To understand that God’s provision to us is both ‘bread for eating’ (top line) and ‘seed for
sowing’ (bottom line).

This devotion begins by asking a series of questions. After each question interact briefly
with the participants to arrive at the correct answer. Bring up the correct answer on the
powerpoint following the brief interaction.

1. Question: What is God’s primary focus during the interim period?
First Coming

Second Coming
Interim Period

Answer: World Evangelization people group by people group
2. Question: How will God accomplish this purpose of World Evangelization?
Answer: Through the Church – the seed of Abraham
3. Question: How will World Evangelization be financed?
Ask Another Question: Through the World BANK – the IMF, or through the Church?
Note: If the Church is God’s instrument to extend the Kingdom of God, it is also God’s
instrument to finance the extension of the Kingdom.
4. Question: Does the Church have sufficient funds to finance World
Evangelization?
Answer: YES.
Show power point on ‘Christian Income Worldwide’.
Christians personal income worldwide in 2011 was estimated at US$30,580 Billion.
Income of global foreign missions is US$31 billion.
(Source : International Bulletin of Missionary Research. Status of Global Mission 2011)
Note: God has been faithfully fulfilling the ‘Topline’ of the covenant.

Exposition of 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 (Read)
Note: Paul is addressing the need for the Corinthian church to be involved in bottomline giving. The Corinthians were being encouraged to give cross-culturally to Jewish
believers who were suffering hardship (1 Co 16:3). This was bottom line or missions
giving.
From our reading of 2 Co 9:6-11 we see that God’s provision to us is for:
a. Bread for eating (Top Line)
b. Seed for sowing (Bottom Line)
Note:
The bread for eating is ‘bread of sufficiency’ (Luke 11:3 ‘daily bread’ is bread enough for
needs).
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The Seed for sowing is ‘seed in abundance’ verse 10. “increase your store of seed”
Why seed in abundance? Answer: Because of the harvest “enlarge the harvest”.
Two Common Problems
1. We eat the grain intended as seed for sowing. This always results in poverty.
2. When God increases our provision – instead of increasing our giving (sowing), we
increase our eating.
Five sacks given to 2 people:

- Bread for Eating
- Seed for Sowing

Person 1

Person 2

Explanation: Person 1 consumes only two sacks for
eating (sufficient) and sows the other three. Now
although his harvest has increased, he doesn’t increase his
eating. Instead he increases his sowing. He eats only two
sacks and sows the other four. As a result, he gets an
even more abundant harvest.

Explanation: Person 2 consumes more than he ought to.
He eats three sacks leaving only two sacks to sow. He
gets a small harvest of four sacks but he still eats the same
amount, as a result he doesn’t have so much for sowing.
By the next harvest, he doesn’t even have enough for
eating.

Lesson: If we sow more than we eat, then we will have
enough to eat, and also our seed for sowing will
constantly be increasing.

Lesson: If we eat more than we sow, we soon have no
seed for sowing and not enough for eating.

John Wesley (1703 – 1791) English Revivalist
John Wesley limited his expenses so that he would have money to give to the poor. For
one year his income was 30 pounds. Being able to live on 28 pounds, he was able to give
away two pounds. The next year his income doubled, but he still managed to live on 28
pounds, so he had 32 pounds to give to the poor. In the third year, his income jumped to
90 pounds. Instead of letting his expenses rise with his income, he kept them to 28
pounds and gave away 72 pounds. In the fourth year, he received 120 pounds. As before
his expenses were 28 pounds, so his giving rose to 92 pounds. In one particular year
Wesley’s income rose to 1400 pounds. He lived on thirty pounds and gave away 1370
pounds.
Wesley believed that with increasing income, what should rise is not the Christian’s
standard of living, but the standard of giving.

•

•

As Christians we must make giving to missions a standard and disciplined
part of our financial stewardship.
Develop a life style that is adequate and honoring to God (stewardship of
eating) and seek ways to increase investment (stewardship of sowing) of
the abundance God provides, into the strategic cross-cultural missions.

Kairos – Finance and the Great Commission

Page 2

